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Pavlicic Pavao   “A Chronicler’s Sin”   20th century  essay  
Why? The “message” of this page and a half essay is profound.  A people so want to eradicate their past that they not only deny the facts written by the chronicler, but they also call him malevolent.  Understanding the psychology of forgetting is important to understanding the history of any culture.  Americans might remember how long the treatment of native peoples was omitted from the society’s history text.  This piece also prompts students to remember the atrocities described in Bosnian Chronicle and “The Pit,” and to understand why people continue to remember the atrocity called the holocaust.
Themes:   The reporter and historian make a contribution of not allowing a society to forget their past, no matter how painful it may be.  The human psyche avoids pain at all cost.  

Historical Context:  The references are brief, but they paint a picture that is consistent with stories people tell from the oppression of war and life under communist control, and other political events the people have suffered through.

Geographic Context:  The descriptions seem more like rural, village life rather than urban settings. 
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