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Jergovic Miljenko  “The Library”  20th century  essay            

Why ?  This very short story is brilliantly crafted and extremely powerful in helping readers understand and experience the cultural distruction and emotional debilitation brought about by war.  
Themes: It is emotionally devastating to watch one’s  culture go up in smoke.  
Historical Context:  The story takes place in Sarajevo during the war for independence.

Geographic Context:  The story takes place in Bosnia in the capital city of Sarajevo where the Winter Olympics were held in 1984.  While it is not Croatia, the experience and feelings are very similar.
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