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Introduction to Literature: LESSON PLAN
RESOURCE MATERIALS:

Prerequisites:

· Previous classes in Literature on the High School level in which students would have read and discussed literary terms associated with short stories, poetry, novels, and plays
· The course introduction and syllabus together with a pretest of literary terms (attached) precedes this lesson
Professor Resources:

· Any glossary of literary terms, often found in the back of anthologies of literature

· A description of the following (found in most anthologies of literature):

Plot, Setting, Characters, Theme, Tone.
“Ivir, Vladimir, “Cultures in Contact through Translation,” Most vol. 3  Zabreb, 1994 p68-9. (on e-reserves http://wally.rit.edu/Images/olr/profs/winkworth/0504-226-21/ivir.pdf)
Note:the amount of time needed for this lesson depends on the knowledge of the students coming in.  If they are not well prepared, the review of the literary concepts will take much longer.
Student’s Required Reading:

Read a description of the following (found in most anthologies of literature):

plot, setting, characters, theme (figurative language and symbolism are optional)
Audio, Visual, electronic information

Overhead transparency of corrected definitions from the pretest.  (A sample is attached)
Assignments, Tests and Quizzes
Since the introduction to your particular course is not included in these materials, the pretest is attached to this lesson plan.  This is a diagnostic test; it should be corrected, but not graded.
OBJECTIVES:
In this lesson, students will:

· Examine the correct meaning of terms they have incorrectly  defined on the pretest.
· Examine how wording of answers can be made more precise.
· Review the Concepts of Plot, Setting, Character, Theme and Tone.

· Examine concept of Literature as Experience.
· Discuss the impact of translation on the meaning of literature.
Beaty, Jerome, et al. The Norton Anthology shorter eigth edition, New York: WW Norton  2002
Introduction to Literature Lesson Plan
	Time
	Content
	Activities

	3 min
	Introduction to the module

Gain Students’ interest

· Feedback from pretest

· Value of the course and this class:
       -improved answering of essay questions

       -generally improved writing and thinking skills

       .
	I  Return tests to students. They can use the test for taking notes. Instruct them not to throw the tests away.

 Tell them (if its true) that they have a lot of answers correct, but that many need to be more precisely worded or have more detail to be fully descriptive.

Inform them that in this class they will develop writing skills that will help them get better grades on essay test and paper in other classes because they will learn to think and write more clearly.
The test becomes  an advanced organizer which students can refer to throughout the course

	3 min
	Goals and Objectives:
	Review the course goal and instructional objectives with the students

	15 min
	Stimulate recall of prerequisite learning

      Pretest definitions of literary terms



	Stimulate recall of prerequisite learning. 
      -     Review the pretest item by item (see sample below)
· As you move from one term to another, ask students if they recall an example of that particular technique.

· Point out examples of why one way of wording an answer is better than another; do not show the poorer answer visually.

· Quote good student answers where possible.

· Refer to their reading about Plot, Characterization where appropriate

	8 min

	Review Student Reading:  (from the Anthology you chose) 
· Review the Concepts of Plot, Setting, Character, Theme and Tone.


	Ask students to remember what they read from high school that would be a good example of the importance of each of the concepts.  If they don’t generate answers, here are some examples:
Plot:  adventure works, mysteries  Goodman Brown

Setting: London- to Light a fire

Character: Morrison – Blue Eyes

Theme: Red Badge of Courage

	3
	Learning Guidance and performance

Literary Terms

Literature as experience

The Impact of translatons

	Lecture 
Tell students that 

· they will be expected to use these terms correctly when writing their analysis of the literature they are reading
· they will examine their experience with the literature
· they will examine differences in translations

	5 min
	Literature as Experience

Examine the premise of the course: Literature is experience 

The experience in this course, in addition to getting to know characters and living with them through their experiences will be to experience Croatian, history and Culture. 


	Ask them if they have ever had an experience through a movie or a piece of literature.  If they are not responding cite some adventure movies and ask for their experience of the movie

Ask if a piece of Literature or a Movie ever made them change an opinion or behavior.

Students do not seem to easily grasp the concept of literature giving them an experience.  They have trouble getting past “boring” or “good book.”  They need to develop this ability so it is repeated throughout the course.

	8 min
	V. Literature in Translation

· Discuss the impact of translation on the meaning of literature.

 "Soil", "land" and "Earth" have only one word in Croatian and that is "zemlja". Planet Earth is Planet Zemlja, soil that you cultivate, the land and ground are all zemlja, so the English word used means what the author intended only if the translator chose the right English word. 
Onomatopoeia is difficult to replicate.  Even the sounds of animals do not sound the same across languages.

The translation of a Haiku shows the problem when it is not possible to hold to the 5/7/5 pattern in the translation.
	Show the two haikus provided. If you read every vowel and consonant, you will see that the Croatian follows the 5/7/5 rule.  The English does not.  The Haikus are at the end of this lesson plan.


	5
	Summary and Conclusion

· Literary terms will be used in examining the literature

· They will be asked for their experience with the literature

· Assignments should be reviewed
	Summarize the learnings and prepare them for the next class.

It is useful to give a writing sample which can be used for diagnosing the skill level of the class.  An open ended question like: Chose a piece of literature that you read in high school which you enjoyed or from which you learned something.  Explain what you liked or learned.  Your essay should have an introduction, body and conclusion, and you must give details to support your generalizations. 


Literary Term Pretest
Name ____________________________ Section ________________

Please define the following terms:  Use complete sentences and correct grammar and usage.  This is a pretest to discover what you know and what I must teach; it is not being graded so don’t be nervous; just write down what you know.

Allusion

Anachronism

Characters: Dynamic or Static; 

 Round or Flat

Climax

Conflict

Flashback

Foreshadowing
Hubris

Irony

Metaphor 

Personification

Plot

Point of View

3rd Person Omniscient

Persona

Protagonist and Antagonist

Satire

Simile

Stream of Consciousness

Symbol

Imagery

Onomatopoeia

Theme

Tone

Allegory

Myth

Motif

Universality
Note:  This is meant to be a sample.  It was designed based on the answers from the students in my class.  Some terms are left out because everyone got them right.  Some terms have only the part of the definition which students missed.  Those in “are well-written definitions which were given by students.   This can be used as an overhead.

LITERARY TERMS

Allusion   A reference to something in a well know piece of literature or event.

Illusion

Anachronism 

“An event, object, person, saying etc, that does not belong in the time of the story.”

Characters

Dynamic – changes within the story

Static – does not change

Round – Complex

Flat – simple

Climax:  point at which the conflict is resolved

May be the high point

May be suspense

Conflict – two opposing forces:

Man against man

Man against nature

Man against society

Man against himself (internal)

[Good vs. evil]

Flashback (not memory or recall or thinking)

Hubris – the tragic flaw of pride (or arrogance or being egotistical) in Greek tragedies, usually thinking one can overcome fate or the will of the gods

The American hubris may well destroy many nations along with her own.

Ego is the gatekeeper in our society. 

Irony

“Something unexpected that doesn’t see like it should have happened.”

Situational: 

Verbal: contrast between what is said and meant

Dramatic:  The audience knows but the characters do not

Personification:  inanimate objects – 

The creek creeps stealthily through the woods behind my house like a lioness in search of her prey

Plot is the sequence of events:  there can be subplots.
Point of View: 

How a person sees something – a non-literature definition

Not always a person telling the story

The perception through which the story is told 1st, 2nd, 3rd person

3rd person He, She, It:

Omniscient – all seeing, all knowing

Objective point of view in which the reader is able to see/here from a variety of perspectives, what characters are thinking or doing.

“POV here the story is not being told by anyone in the story. And the teller knows everything such as people’s thoughts.”

Persona

“The assumed identity of the writer which may or may not resemble the writer’s real personality”
Stream of consciousness – the story reads like our minds work: thoughts and feelings and memories and awareness of physical sensations that are convoluted and interrupted.

(Faulkner)

Satire – “making fun of something in the hopes that it would bring about change”

Setting – time and place in which the story takes place.

Juxtaposition

Two very different or contradictory statements, objects, events which are put next to each other to make a point.

Paradox

2 statements or events or objects which appear to be contradictory, but are not. 

Allegory – making an abstract point using something concrete as a metaphor.  The comparison often is extended throughout an entire work.

Myth – a symbol extended to an entire work; often, but not always attached to an entire culture.

Archetype –some literary element (plot or character or theme) which is repeated within a culture or across cultures so often that it begins to carry meaning in and of itself.

Imagery – the poetic technique which engages our senses and enables us to see and/or hear, taste, feel etc. what is happening in the literature.

Motif – a literary technique which recurs in a piece of literature to tie parts of the literary piece together or to tie the theme to familiar cultural elements

Universality – that element in a piece of literature which enables it to appeal across cultures and time

“  “  means the phrase is taken from a student’s paper.

Haikus from Tadijanovic, Dragutin  An Open Window Haiku Ceres. Zagreb 2000, Translated by Visnja McMaster
Sjecam se, da sam   S yea cham  say da sahm 
Zelio djevojcicu          Jay lee o  day vo ychi sue
Drzat za ruku             dr gat za roo koo
I recall once

Wanting to hold a little girl

By the hand
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Pas lancem svezan       Pas  lan  sam sva zan
U dvoristu Ceka mog     OO dvo ree stuoo Chay ka mog
Brata da se vrati            Bra ta  da say vra ti
Dog, tied on a chain 

In the yard. Waiting for my 

Brother to return


Examine the correct meaning of terms they   


         have incorrectly defined on the pretest.


Examine how wording of answers can be made more precise.
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