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Short Stories:  History, Politics, Culture: LESSON PLAN

“The Library” by Miljenko Jergovic 

RESOURCE MATERIALS:

Prerequisites:

Familiarity with the terms and concepts introduced in Intro to Literature lesson plan

The following lesson plans:

Intro to Croatia 
Intro to Short Stories and Novels
Intro to historical and political short stories

Professor Resources:
See bibliography below:
Student’s Required Reading:

“The Library” by Miljenko Jergovic
Audio, Visual, electronic information

none

Assignments

none
OBJECTIVES:

In this lesson, students will:

· Reinforce the concept of literature as experience 
· Discuss the literary techniques used in the essay

· Discuss the perceptions of Croatians toward the British and other Europeans

· Discuss the historical references mentioned in the text
The Library
	Time
	Content
	Activities

	10in
	Introduction to the module

Gain Students’ interests through Background Information: 

We can buy fire insurance, but what about things that cannot be replaced?
The 1984 Winter Olympics were held in Sarajevo.  During the war, the ski runs were rendered inoperable and the running track was converted to a burial group for infants and children killed during the war.

Sarajevo is also famous for being the place where the Nephew of Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria, Franz Ferdinand in June of 1914
.

	To teach this lesson plan effectively, you need to do some research about where significant cultural books and or artifacts reside and could be destroyed by fire.

Ask if they have ever watched a fire, not a fireplace or campfire but a house or business burning down.  If so, describe that experience

If you have some local fire in the news, especially if it was a place of historical or cultural significance where the loss is beyond the loss of a building or people’s personal effect ask them to discuss the loss.
OR do a: "what if a local museum or the archives of the university library burned down;" what would be lost.  If they don’t know tell them.
Find out if you have any athlete in class who are knowledgeable about these Olympics: ice skaters and runners may know the historical achievements mentioned in the attach blurb about those games.

This is one place where gaining experience from literature is far preferable to real life experience
The objectives are not broken out separately here because they are all dispersed throughout the text.

	5 min
	 Review instructional objectives with the students


	Objectives:

Hand out a copy of the objectives or post them on the wall on newsprint where they can see them all the time and you can refer to them.  
· 

	5 min.
	Quiz (attached)

	Hand out quiz and collect responses.



	20 min
	Analysis of the SS
(Par 1) gives the description of the shelling and how different houses burn. 
We also get a sence that there is no class structure in the destruction.  Everyone, ric or poor is eligible

(Par 2) gives a description of books in private libraries

“…the fire’s rapture as it engulf similar book around the city” 

(Par 3) discusses childrens’ books which “had an unhappy ending which didn’t teach you anything, except that sadness is a place where fiction becomes more important than reality.”  There is very little “happy” literature in this course.   
(Par 4) “with the bitter conviction that not only in this city, but also in the world at large, a book’s natural aggregation is fire…”

“As they burned, disappearing irrevocably one after the other, you stoppped believing that there was any purpose in a book’s existance”

“There’s no point in not letting a fire swallow up things that human indifference has already destroyed.”

People in Sarajevo did not have electricity or gas or much food during the war.  They burned all the trees and then furniture or books to bake bread.

“The beauty of Paris or London is only an alibi for the criminals who have allowed Warsaw, Dresden, Vukovar and Sarajevo to disappear.

(Par 5-6) tells us to have two suitcases packed in the hall with all our memories and important belonging.  

Some people escaped Sarajevo.  They paid a lot of money, and waited until they were called.  They left through a tunnel without telling anyone even their families, left as if going to school or work so that their plan to escape could not be intercepted by the enemy.

In Bosnia, this University library would be the equilivant of our Library of Congress.  I would have held a copy of every book published in Bosnia 


	Lecture discussion:   

The  description of the way various structures burn brings the reader into the world of the narrator.  We don’t need know who the narrator is only that we are standing in the same place s/he is.  The description of the burning of personal libraries is foreshadowing of the National Library.

Ask if any of their parents have libraries and if these descriptions fit.

Note the personification

Ask if the author is criticizing the “tendency to hoard useless things the answer becomes clear only toward the end. 

Point out that sadness is an experience and books definitely give children experience.
You might discuss with students the hypothesis that dramatic, even tragic liteature creates the most profound experience.  Hamlet is more intense and lasting than As You Like it; 
This par takes the Sarajevo experience to a universal level
Ask if this means that the moral of the story is that books are really worthless and we don’t care if they burn?
“Human indifference presents an opportunity to discuss a much broader range of idea – being bored with studies, not reading, slaughtering people in any war etc.

What does this tell us about the relative value of staying alive vs. preserving intellectual material

Ask students what this means.
For Dresden and Vukovar refer to LP Political Reminiscences.  Relate back to this issue when you read Lament over Europe.
Help students to understand that the author is telling us that the pain of losing everything you cherish including your culture as represented in your books is do great that it is wise to reduce what you cherish to what you can easily get out of town with.
The burning of the University Library is almost anticlimactic, so traumatic is the loss of all the private libraries. The heart wrenching power of this last paragraph is in its simplify and total lack of drama; it mimics the numbness of the depths of depression 

Ask them to tell where the extent of this fire was foreshadowed.
Help them see how the loss of this library is such a huge loss of culture.  
Some may be able to relate to the idea that the Bible was destroyed forever 1000 years ago so we never got to see it or suppose all the computers and programs were destroyed as we feared with the Y2K bug.



	
	Summary and assignments
The Library shows us the devistation war causes, not only to property but also to cultural heritage and the attitude of the people involved.

The assignment for the next class is to read Lament over Europe: the section called Sin and one of the Sins.


	Discuss the meaning of the word Lament

Assign one of the seven sins to each student.
Explain that the reading is written as a complaint about Europe for not coming to Croatia’s aid during the war for independence.

Ask them to keep in mind Reminisces of the Lord when they are reading this essay.


Vocabulary

Aggregation

Quiz

1. How can you tell if it is a rich or poor man’s house that is burning? 

2. Why is the story’s title “The library.” 

3.  What is causing the fire
4. What country is this story set in?

5. What should you put in your two suitcases?

Resources

“Sarajevo 1984: XIV Olympic Winter Games,” Olympic Games retrieved December 10, 2004, http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/past/index_uk.asp?OLGT=2&OLGY=1984
“In 1984, the Winter Games took place in a Socialist country for the first and only time. The people of Sarajevo gained high marks for their hospitality, and there was no indication of the tragic war that would engulf the city only a few years later. Skier Jure Franko brought joy to the host nation by earning Yugoslavia’s first Winter Olympics medal: a silver in the giant slalom. Marja-Liisa Hämäläinen won all three individual cross-country races for women. In speed skating, Gaétan Boucher and Karin Enke each won two gold medals. Biathlete Eirik Kvalfoss earned a complete set of medals. Twin brothers Phil and Steve Mahre took first and second place in the slalom. The highlight of the figure skating competitions was the free dance performance of Jane Torvill and Christopher Dean. Their interpretation of Ravel’s Bolero earned across-the-board perfect scores for artistic impression.”

“Sarajevo wants winter Olympics back,” BBC News, retrieved December 11, 2004, http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/1160219.stm
Grier, Peter, “Into Bosnia’s Killing Fields”  http://www.columbia.edu/itc/journalism/nelson/rohde/p-grier1.html 
Shenon, Philip “A Postwar Shortage in Sarajevo: Space for Graves. http://www.pixelpress.org/bosnia/context/0421yugo-graves.html
“Lecture 15: The Balkan causes of WWI” Twenty-Five Lectures on Modern Balkan History http://www.lib.msu.edu/sowards/balkan/lect15.htm
Examine the premise of the course: Literature is experience 
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